Autopsy analysis in patients with vascular diseases.
An analysis of autopsy findings in 68 patients who died with vascular surgical disorders was performed. Incorrect diagnoses and therapy were evaluated. It was found that complications of the primary disease or its treatment were frequently missed clinically (41%). Septic complications and severe hemorrhage were common in examinations of morbidity and mortality. In 13% of cases a treatment error with adverse impact on survival was detected. It is concluded that postmortem examination is a valuable tool in the final evaluation of patient care in a vascular surgical unit. A repeated plea for the autopsy is supported by this study.